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Key Vocabulary The poems, poet and key vocabulary for 

each poem 

 

Key Vocabulary – you must know and understand 

Alliteration – repetition of consonant sound to encourage a reader to 

focus on a particular phrase “ 

Simile – comparing two things because of an imagined likeness using 

“as” or “like”     

Metaphor – comparing two things saying something is something else: 

"mind forged manacles 

London by William Blake  

Manacles, Chartered, Imagery 

 

 

 

 

 

Repetition – repeating a word or phrase to add emphasis to an idea: 

“marks of weakness, marks of woe 

Emotive language—words used to evoke a feeling in the reader: 

“blood stained in foreign soil” Onomatopoeia – words that sound like 

their meaning 

Vultures by  Chinua Achebe  

Figurative , Emotionally charged , Compelling ,             

Stereotypical  

Kindred, encapsulate, Belsen, charnel house, perpe-

tuity 

Personification – giving human qualities to a lifeless object: “iced east 

winds that knives us”  

Blessing by Imitaz Dharker 

Blessing, Municipal 

Semantic field:  words connected by a common theme, eg: hailstone, 

rain, thunder have a semantic field of weather 

Night of the Scorpion by Nissim Ezekiel  

Purify, Sceptical, Rational, Rationalist 

Paraffin, Perspective, Poison, Incantation 

Imagery – language that paints a picture in the readers mind: “faint 

half flush that dies along her throat” 

Structure—how it’s set out or the order  

Limbo by Edward Kamau Brathwaite  

Limbo, Slavery, Identity, Menial, Prestige,                              

Semantic 

Stanza  - a group of lines forming a paragraph in a poem Look up and find your own poetry that is 

about or from another culture! 

Emotive language—words used to evoke a feeling in the reader: 

“blood stained in foreign soil” Onomatopoeia – words that sound like 

their meaning 

 

Speaker—the person we imagine to be speaking 

within the poem. The poet isn’t necessarily the 

speaker—poets often adopt a persona to present 

an idea within a poem.  Even if the poet is writing 

from their own point of view, they are presenting 

the voice and ideas they wish you to hear,                   

therefore may not be completely reliable as a              

narrator. 

 

What you will be learning 

 About life in London in the past and how 

the culture in London then was very                

different to now 

 About life in Dharavi, India, a very different 

country to our own 

 About life in different cultures where     

prayers and superstition replace medicine 

and doctors  

 About the Holocaust and the culture of    

cruelty to the Jewish community 

 About slavery and the strength of the      

human spirit to overcome adversity 

Year 8 
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Key Vocabulary 

 
Consequence, Morality, Doleful, Torment,      

Repugnant, Pathetic fallacy, Juxtapose,                  
Personification, Duality, Antagonist, Barbarous, 

Grotesque, Epigraph, Atmosphere, Anarchy, 
Oppression 

 
 
 

How have WE changed Literature? 

How has Literature changed US? 

English literature is one of the richest      
literatures in the world. It has vitality, rich 
variety and continuity. As literature is the 
reflection of society, the various changes 
which have come about in the English  
society from the earliest to the modern 
times have left their stamp on English              
literature. When we study the history of   
English literature, we find that it has 
passed through certain definite phases, 
each having marked characteristics. These 
phases may be termed as ‘Ages’ or 
‘Periods’. 

 
With each Age comes new discoveries, 
trials and tribulations each of which are 
interpreted by our artists, writers and           
musicians. 
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Text Background and context Author 

  

The Bible 

One of the earliest books on record, filled 
with stories which have shaped our lives, laws 

and views. 

 
  

Dante’s Inferno 1472. The first part of Dante’s epic poem The 
Divine Comedy which depicts the 9 circles of 

hell. 

   
 

Frankenstein 1818. A dark, didactic tale warning of the    
perils of scientific experimentation. A                  

Romantic era gothic horror but who is the 
monster? 

 

The Strange Case 
of Dr Jekyll and 

Mr Hyde 

1886. A fin de siècle gothic horror which 
looks more at the monster within exploring 
the duality of human nature in the wake of 
Darwin’s Theory of Evolution. Can you see 

the Jekyll and Hyde in yourself? 
 

  
Fahrenheit 451 1953. The early sci-fi story of an alternative 

universe where firemen start fires and books, 
reading and learning in banned! 

 
The Hunger 

Games 
2008. The first in a trilogy of books set in a 

dystopian universe where humans must fight 
to the death purely for the entertainment of 

the elite who exercise complete political     
control. 

 

What texts will we study? 



Animal Welfare (Non-Fiction) 

Key vocabulary… 

Formal    Gestures 

Informal    Statistics 

Persuasive   Lists 

Alliteration   Triples 

Rhetoric    Declara-

tive 

Body Language   

 

Deeper Learning… 

Where can I apply this 

style? 

 Letters of complaint/praise/

application 

 Public speaking to gain sup-

port or change opinion 

 Writing for a newspaper, 

magazine or online blog 

The Big Question:   Can you use persuasive devices and the art of rhetoric effectively? 

Always remember… 

Formal Letter  

 Formal professional                

language 

 Formal address and sign 

off 

 No contractions or slang 

 Their address top right 

 Your address below left 

Speech 

 Use of rhetoric 

 Persuasive devices 

 Emotive tone 

 Consideration of body           

language, tone and pauses 

Article 

 Heading 

 Declarative sen-

tence—you are the 

expert 

Picture Perfect…  

 

Formal Letter 

 

Article 

 

Picture Perfect…  

 

Formal Letter 

 

Article 

Sender information 

Recipient information 

Purpose for writing 

Main content 

Official sign off 

Yours sincerely, 

Eye-catching 

headline 

Usually  

emotive or  

alliterative 

Main content be-

low in declarative 

style 
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1. Key words 

Ele-
ment 

A substance that cannot be broken down into other substances. 

Com-
pound 

A substance made up of atoms of two or more elements, strongly 
joined together. 

Atom The smallest part of an element that can exist. 

Mole-
cule 

A group of two or more atoms, strongly joined together. 

Chemi-
cal 
symbol 

A one- or two-letter code for an element that is used by scientists 
in all countries. 

2. Elements and compounds 

Name Hydrogen Oxygen Water 

Element or 
compound 

Element Element Compound 

Properties 
Gas at room tem-

perature. 
Gas at room tem-

perature. 
Liquid at room 
temperature. 

Formula H2 O2 H2O 

Descrip-
tion 

2 Hydrogen atoms 
joined together 

2 Oxygen atoms 
joined together 

2 Hydrogen atoms 
joined to 1 Oxygen 

atom 

3. Properties of metals and non-metals 

Metals Non-metals 

Shiny Dull 

High melting points Low melting points 

Good conductors of electricity Poor conductors of electricity 

Good conductors of heat Poor conductors of heat 

High density Low density 

Malleable and ductile Brittle 

4. Basic periodic table structure 

 

Red Metals 

Yellow Non-metals 

Groups Columns in the Periodic Table, they go downwards 

Periods Rows in the Periodic Table, they go sideways 

Discovery 
The modern periodic table is based on the model proposed by 
Dmitri Mendeleev at the end of the 19th century 

5. Element Symbols 

Element symbols are used so that people in any country can understand 
which chemicals are used in a reaction 

Element Symbol Element Symbol 

Hydrogen H Oxygen O 

Magnesium Mg Copper Cu 

Zinc Zn Sodium Na 

Aluminium Al Carbon C 

Science: Periodic Table 
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Science: Periodic Table 

6. Word Equations 

Word equations represent the formation of compounds during a reaction 

Burning magnesium in air: 

Magnesium + Oxygen à Magnesium oxide 

Reacting hydrochloric acid and magnesium 

Magnesium + hydrochloric acid à Magnesium chloride + Hydrogen 

4 

1 

2 

3 

7. Structure of the atom 

  Key word Definition 

1 Nucleus The center of an atom. Contains protons and neutrons 

2 Proton A positively charged particle found in the nucleus 

3 Neutron A neutral particle found in the nucleus. Has no charge 

4 Electron A negatively charged particle found in energy levels (shells) around 
the nucleus 

 

8. Group 1 elements – Alkali Metals 

Elements Physical properties Chemical properties Patterns 

Li, Na, K, 
Rb, Cs, Fr 

Lower density 
than other 
metals 

Softer than other 
metals 

Very Reactive Reactivity increases 
down the group 

Melting and boiling 
point decreases 
down the group 

9. Group 7 elements – Halogens 

Ele-
ments 

Physical properties Chemical properties Patterns 

F, Cl, I, Br Does not conduct 
electricity 

Very Reactive 

A more reactive    
halogen will take 
the place of a 
less reactive    
halogen in a 
compound. 

Reactivity decreases 
down the group 

Melting and boiling 
point increases 
down the group 

Challenge Questions 

1 Which elements have the chemical symbols of Ca, Cl, Li and He? 

2 Gold is not very reactive. Describe why gold is sometimes used in electronics, but is 
not used to build bridges 

3 Why was Mendeleev’s model of the periodic table accepted by scientists? 

4 Explain why the reactivity of alkali metals increases down the group 
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Science: Inheritance and Classification 

1. Variation 

Organisms within a species have variations. 

 Inherited variation Environmental variation 

Variations caused by genes 
gained from parents 

Variations caused by                                
surroundings 

Examples Examples 

Eye colour Scars 

Blood group Accent 

Sex Length of hair 

Some variations are both inherited and environmental; 
height, weight, skin tone, intelligence 

Key words 

Variation 
The differences in characteristics between living 
things 

Species 
A group of organisms that are very similar to each 
other and can produce fertile offspring 

Characteris-
tics 

The individual differences between organisms 

2. Challenge Questions 

 
1 

Why do you think animals and plans are sorted into groups? 

2 Describe why identical twins are only genetically identical 

3 Explain the adaptations of organisms to prevent being eaten 

4 Why do you think climate change is affecting the population numbers of 
polar bears? 

3. Continuous and discontinuous variation 

Continuous variation Discontinuous variation 

A characteristic that changes               
gradually over a range of values 

A characteristic that has a limited 
number of possible values 

 

 

4. Genes 

Key words 

DNA 
Genetic information. It has all the instructions a living organism 
needs to grow, reproduce and function 

Gene 
A small section of DNA that has the genetic code for a specific 
characteristic 

Identical twins Non identical twins 

From a single egg fertilised by a 
single sperm that splits in half 
before implantation 

From separate eggs that were 
released at the same time and 
fertilised by separate sperm 

They have the same DNA code 
and will be the same sex 

They have different DNA code 
so can be different sexes 
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Science: Inheritance and Classification 

1 

4 

3 

2 

Adaptations 

Organisms have special features that make them suited to their          
environment 

  Adaptation How it helps it to survive 

1 Waterproof fur Prevents the cold water toughing the skin 

2 Large wide feet Prevents sinking in the snow 

3 
Small surface area to 
volume ration 

Reduces heat loss from the skin 

4 White fur 
Camouflages it against the snow so it can hunt 
prey 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Plant reproduction 

1 Petal Attracts insects for pollina-
tion 

 
 

2 Anther Covered in pollen 

4 Stigma Captures pollen from other 
plants 

5 Ovary Where fertilisation takes 
place 

Classification 

Key Word Definition 

Vertebrate An animal that contains a back bone 

Invertebrate 
An animal that does not contain a back 
bone 

The vertebrates can be split into 5 main groups 

Group Common Features 

Mammal Warm blooded 

Feed young with milk 

Internal fertilisation 

Fur covered skin 

Reptile Cold blooded 

Hard scaly skin 

Lays leathery shelled eggs 

Fish Cold blooded 

Slimy scales 

Gills 

External fertilisation of soft jelly eggs 

Amphibian Cold blooded 

Slimy skin 

External fertilisation of jelly like eggs 

Bird Warm blooded 

Lays hard shelled eggs 

Wings 

Feathers Page 14 
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Key Vocabulary 

Term Definition 

12 bar blues The chord sequence used in order 
to play authentic blues music. 
Comprises of 3 chords: Chord I 

Chord IV and Chord V 

Improvisation Making up something on the spot 

Call and Response A conversation between two               
musical instruments. 

Riffing Adding an idea onto the end of a 
phrase. 

Structure The layout of music. 

Effects Adapting/Manipulating a                     
frequency to change the sound. 

Remixing Changing an original song/piece of 
music into something new. 

ACTIVITY 

List 3 reasons why African slaves would sing through their 
day. 

Why has remixing music become so popular? Does                    

remixing music take more talent than creating? 

Deeper Learning 

Blues Music was created by African slaves working in America. It 

was influenced by plainsong. This type of song was sung by slaves 

working in the fields. 

Remixing music has been happening for hundreds of years –                 

remember theme and variation in year 7? The use of technology 

has developed how music can be remixed. 

 

Always Remember 

Composing is a             

continuous process. 

Your first idea can 

always be                     

refined.  

Make sure you 

have headphones 

in when using the 

Your music must match the 

brief that you have set! 

Focus, focus, focus! 

Always listen to the 

ideas of others as well 

as voicing your own 

Meta Cognition  

PERFORMING 

Improvisation or Devised 
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YEAR 8- TERM ONE- KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER 

KEY DEFINITIONS 

Recall – To bring something back into your mind, to remember. 

Consistency – Something that stays the same. 

Constructive – Something that is useful and intended to improve. 

Essence Machine – The repetition of a key phrase and action three times. 

System of Movement – Four actions repeated four times in four different               

positions on stage. 

SHAKESPEARIAN DICTIONARY 

Alas – An exclamation of sadness or re-

gret. 

Barn – A child. 

Cross – A piece of money or coin. 

Don – To put on. 

Forsooth – In truth or fact. 

Forbode – Forbidden or not allowed. 

Knave – A young boy. 

Ninny – A fool. 

Thee/Thou – Forms of ‘your’. 

Yonder – An indicated place. 

Always Remember 

Never perform 

with your back 

to the audience 

Make sure your 

voice is loud 

and clear 

Your expressions and your 

emotions must match! 

Always listen to the ideas 

of others as well as voicing 

Feedback must 

always be helpful 

An Essence Machine 

must be consistent to be 

effective 

In a System of 

Movement your 

actions must match 

the 

topic 
Your work can always 

be improved 
Focus, focus, 

focus! 

Experiment as 

much as you 

can! 

In the summer 

months actors 

would take plays on 

All actors were 

male 

Elizabethan 

theatres 

were all 

open air 

A flying flag above the 

stage signalled a 

show on that day Only the rich    

spectators could 

afford to sit down 

Famous Elizabethan 

theatres include The 

Globe, The Swan and 

The Fortune 

SHAKESPEARE 

Born 23rd April 1564 

Died 23rd April 1616 

Wrote 37 plays and over 150 

poems in his lifetime 

It is said he introduced 

around 3000 words into the 

English dictionary 

He was part of a theatre 

company called Lord Cham-

berlain’s Men 

The three categories of his 

plays were Tragedy, Comedy 

and History 

I can focus on my work and cooperate effectively with others. 

I can include relevant techniques in my work to convey correct intentions. 

I can experiment with Shakespearian language using my vocal expressions. 

I understand the intentions of Shakespeare’s work and use this to influence the way I create and develop my own drama.  

PROGRESS CHECK 
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