
Year 8 
Autumn 
Term 1 

Build on 
knowledge

Year 8 
Spring 
Term 1

Year 8 
Spring 
Term 2

Year 8 
Summer 
Term 1

Year 8 
Summer 
Term 2

What is Africa? 

What is call and response?

What is syncopation, cross 
rhythms and polyrhythms? 

Year 8 
Autumn 
Term 2

What does major and minor mean? 

Composing a rhythmic composition

What is a hook, riff and ostinato?

End of Year Assessment

Year 8 
Summer 
Holidays

What is a Djembe 
drum? 

Why is music important in African culture?  

PSHE Literacy Focus Cultural CapitalCareers RelatedDIRT Assessments

DIRT
Knowledge and Application 

Assessment

Exploring African Music

Exploring 
Blues 
Music. 

Let's create! 

What are the characteristic of the Blues? 

What is a Blues scale? 

What is improvisation? 

What is the 12 bar Blues?  

What is connection between the Blues and African Music? 

How to create major 
and minor chords? 

What is a bassline? Composing a chord progression. 

What is a chord progression? 

What is conjunct and disjunct? 

What is repetition? 

Performing famous hooks & riffs

Film Music. 
What is film music? 

Compose for a horror clip. 

What is bass and tone? 

Babatunde Olatunji

Robert Johnson, Howlin Wolf, Ma 
Rainey, Chuck Berry  

Famous horror composers

Knowledge & Application 
Assessments

Knowledge & Application Assessments

Mid Year 
Assessment

Knowledge & Application Assessments

Features of music for horror. 

Ambitions week

The Film Music Industry

Improvising using the Blues scale. 

Performing iconic Blues pieces using Piano & Ukulele

Queen
Deep Purple
White Stripes

Y8 Learning Journey

DIRT

DIRT


