An Inspector Calls

Why?

This module assesses your ability to read, understand and respond to
texts through the study of the classic J.B. Priestley play, An Inspector
Calls.. Through our study of the play, you will be expected maintain a
critical style and develop an informed personal response, using textual
references, including quotations, to support and illustrate
interpretations. As we stop to closely analyse each character, you will
develop confidence in analysing the language, form and structure used
by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject
terminology where appropriate.
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Key Concepts:

Characterisation — through the
characterisation of the Birling family and
the Inspector, Priestley seeks to illuminate
and criticise elements of life during the
period.

Setting — as An Inspector Calls is a play, we
must ensure we focus on any stage
directions regarding the Birling household
that can offer an insight into their lives.
Context — Priestley’s play acts as a political
diatribe; it aims to criticise the avaricious
Capitalist mindset of the Birling family.
Family — throughout the play the
dynamics of the Birling family are
examined.

Social Justice — the play aims to illuminate
the disparity between the lives of the
bourgeoise (the Birling family) and the
downtrodden proletariat (Eva Smith).
Social Reform — Priestley uses his play as a
vehicle to advocate for his socialist views.
Gender — throughout the play we are
faced with the exploitation of a female
protagonist by the male members of the
Birling family.

Key Vocabulary:

Hypocritical [behaving in a way that suggests one has higher
standards or more noble beliefs than is the case

Injustice lack of fairness or justice.

Conscience |a person's moral sense of right and wrong, viewed
as acting as a guide to one's behaviour.

Penitent feeling or showing sorrow and regret for having
done wrong; repentant.

Influential | having great influence on someone or something.

Domineering

asserting one's will over another in an arrogant
way.

Morality

principles concerning the distinction between right
and wrong or good and bad behaviour.
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