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Key learning—The big questions!
What makes a good story opening?

How does an author engage a reader with the
opening of a story?

How does a writer set a good scene?

How does a writer present characteristics of his
characters?

;

\\I

LA
G

o |

Include a good range of punctuation ? ! :;

—

First person—written from the perspective of a
character, uses |, me, mine, we.

Third person—written from the perspective of
an omniscient narrator, uses they

Secrets to a good story:

Create interesting characters with a good back story

Keep to no more than two main characters Not too much

dialogue

Set the scene, be descriptive, use quality , judicious
adjectives

Consider what your characters want—all stories have
characters that want something—they don’t have to get
what they want

Story openings

Knowledge Organiser
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Sentence types

Simple—one piece of information

Compound—includes more than one subject connected us-
ing one of these :for, and, now, buy, or, yet, so.

Complex— a sentence that contains a main clause and a
subordinate clause

Main clause—the part of the sentence that makes sense on
its own

Subordinate clause—additional information that backs up
the main clause

Genres—types of stories

Comedy Mystery Horror
Dystopian Historical Romance
Family Thriller Myth and magic

Science Fiction Crime
Folk Law Fairy Tales

Vocabulary

Target audience—who the book is aimed at
Genre—the category a story fits into
Author—the writer of the story
lllustration—picture/drawing/painting
lllustrator—person who produces the images
Structure—the order or way something is written
Blurb—a short description of a book
Protagonist—main character in a book

Antagonist—a character who opposes the protagonist
omniscient - all knowing, sees everything

Denouement—the final part of the story when the plot
is drawn together

Parts of a Paragraph

topic sentence
oo b

Preface—an introduction to a book,

typically sets out its aims

supporting details

o, e, s mast)

-

Judicious—done with good judgemen

Paragraph rules

colourful vocabulary

\mtard, hevches, and v

New time—start a new sentence -

Eg: Later that day... A few minutes later... _‘Eomchuding smtency
The following day...

New place—Entering the garden... Walking up stairs...

New topic—introducing any new idea

New speaker—Every speaker starts on a new line—like a
paragraph
Page 3
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Seasonal Creative Writing

WHY?2:

The study of descriptive and creative writ-
ing is essential. Being able to be expres-
sive and descriptive will benefit you, not
Jjust in the English classroom, but in most
walks of life. Mastering aspects such as vo-
cabulary, use of punctuation, sentence
forms and language features will benefit
you both inside and outside the class-
room! Through this topic, you will get the
chance to develop these skills whilst learn-
ing about a variety of different cultures
and genres!

Key questions to consider...

Am I using the best vocabulary I
can use?

Am I varying my use of punctua-
tion?

Am I using a variety of language
features?

Is my writing detailed and
engaging?

PUNCTUATION

CHARACTERS'

99 e 3. Vary use of punctu-

ation

Writing is compelling,
incorporating compli-
cated ideas!

Always use your
best vocabulary!

Work is structured

into fluently linked
- paragraphs!

Key Vocabulary

Remembrance, Fortitude, Sacrifice, Om-
inous, Vivacious, Aghast, Morese, Pallid,
Portentous, Grotesque, Gothic, Diverse,
Impoverish, Congenial, Idyllic

Language Features

Simile— Comparing one thing to another us-
ing ‘like’ or ‘as’.

Metaphor— Explicitly describing one thing
as something else.

Personification— giving an inanimate object
aa human characteristic.

Sensory description— describes objects in a
manner that can be experienced through the
senses.

Alliteration— having the same sound at the
start of closely linked words.

Foreshadowing— a warning, or indication,
of a future event.

The Big Qgestion: Is my writing successfully adapted to the tone, audience and purpose? Page 5




Poetic Techniques

Y9 Poetrv: Faces of Love Knowledge Organiser

Poetic Forms

Meet the Poets...

Term Definition
Plosives Repeated hard sounds such as ‘b’, ‘p’ or
Metaphor When you say something IS something
else which it cannot be.
“She’s a star.”
Simile When you compare using ‘like or ‘as.’
As brave as a lion”
Oxymoron Linking two words with opposite
meanings.
“Silent scream”
Colloquial Everyday informal expressions used by
Assonance Repetition of a vowel sound. “0” “Go
Emotive Lan- Language to create a specific
guage emotion.
Figurative Use of metaphor, simile and
Imagery Description which appeals to our
Structure The organisation of a poem.
Sibilance Repeated ‘s’ or ‘sh’ sound
Semantic A group of words in the same poem
Caesura A pause in the poem such a comma,
Enjambment | Where one line runs into another with

Juxtaposition

Where two contrasting ideas are placed
together

Term Definition Poet Background
Auto- about the poet’s life and Day-Lewis 1904-72. Irish born poet with communist
experiences views. His work often focuses on social
- : commentary, personal experiences and
Narrative... tells a story.
Dramatic by one speaker and reveals Burns 1759-96. National poet of Scotland. A
Monologue... aspects of their character. pioneer of the Romantic movement. His
X ded 1o b ; r work is often blunt, sometimes political
Ballad... Inten e_ to be per orm.e and deals with strong emotional highs and
to music. Often romantic
or sentimental. Browning | 1812-89. Famous for his DMs. His work is
Spoken Word... | Rhythmic performance known for its irony, characterisation, social
which does not have to commentary and challenging vocabulary.
Byron 1788-1824. Another pioneer of the
rhyme but focuses on )
) i Romantic movement but from England.
intonation and word play. Known for his long intricate poetry and his
Angelou 1928-2014. Famous for her
i hical work in all forms which
Key Vocabular autobiograp
y y focus on her difficult early life being a
Walsh 1965-present. Manchester born, working

Nostalgia, Profound, Conflicted,
Juxtapose, Connotations, Hyperbole,
Infatuation, Inconsolable, Histrionic,

Accusatory, Emancipation,
Exclamative, Zeal, Anaphora, Patriotic,
Xenophobic

class performance poet most widely
famous for “This is the Place” written in
response to the Manchester bombing.

What is ‘Love’?

How many forms can

‘Love’ take?
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