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Context - The play was written by William Shakespeare, and was first performed around 1594,

Shakespeare’s Time — Shakespeare wrote his plays at the time of
turo monarchs: Queen Elizobeth | and James L. Romeo

and juliet wios written relatively early in Shokespeare's

career (the bulk of his trogedies were written in the 17

century) yet was extremely popular in his Ffetime, as it i

now. Shakespeare bomowed heavily from two texts: The Trogical
History of Romeo and julfiet (1562) ond Paloce of Pleasure (1567)

Elizabethan England and Italy ~Shakespeare frequently engoged
with Italky in his plays, leading many to believe that he q
trovelled there between the late 15805 and early 1590s. i
Itahy was a place that Shakespeare's contemporaries L]
would have hod a keen interest in; it was already an '
odvanced and beoutiful place for trovel. Shakespeare's depictions of
many areas of ltalian life at the time are deemed largely occurate.

Religion = The heavy religious presence is evident across
several parts of Romeo and fulfet. This is reflective of o
society ocros Europe that was deeply religious
{predaminantky catholic or protestant). Several characters
demonstrate their commitment to the church, such as

Patriarchal Society —Sodety throughout the Middle Age g9
and at Shokespeare’s time was patriorchal — women 'C
were corsidered inferior to men. This was abo the cose in
much of Europe, induding |taly. Women belonged to
their fathers {or brothers if their fathers hod died) and then their
husbands, so Juliet would be expected to obey her father. Women
were not permitted to own lond or enter most professions. They
were instead expected to bear children, be gentle and womanky.

Romeo and Juliet who choose to marmy rather than fornicate, and
the Copulets, who are quich to contemplate that Juliet is in a better
place (heawven) after she is found ‘dead.’

Astrology the Supermatural - At the time of

Shalkespeare, the belief in both astronomy and the -
supematural was far more preeminent than in society

today. The reference to star-cross'd lovers demaonstrates the large
role of horoscopes and planet positions in being used to predict fate.
Also, Romeo and Juliet make reference to the foct thot they feel

thiey are being guided by o supamatural force (e.g. fortune’s fool).

Healthcare and Medicine — Heaolthcare and medicine were not as
odvanced in Shakespeare’s age as they are today - there

were numerous ailments and diseases that were not yet
understood. This makes it much more believable for both

the Capulets and Romeo that huliet could have died so
suddenly and o woung. The high death count in the ploy would
seam slighthy more common in those doys!

Main Characters - Consider what Shakespeare intendad through his characterisation of each of the below...

Roemeso — The son and heir of Lord and Lady Montogue. Romeo is
hondsome and intelligent, vet he is obo impubive and extremehy
semsitive. Romeo is a peaceful character, and s not interested in the
violence that goes on around him, choosing instead to focus his
energies on love. Akthough Romeo's love seerms fickle (he loves
Rosaline at the cutset) his commitment can't be debated in the end!

Juliet = The daughter of Capulet and Lody Capulet. Juliet & a
beautiful young girl {13 vears old at the start of the play). Juliet &
caring, compassionate, and at times demonstrates courage (she
defies her parents in order to marmy Romeo, and drinks the contents
of the vial without fully trusting its effects). At times, she shows great
inteligence and wit, particularhy in conversations with her mother.

Firit Scene: Act | Scene I Final Scene: Act V' Scene (Il

First Scane: Act | Scena [l Final Scene: Act V' Scene Il

Prince Escalus— The most powerful character in the play, with the
authority to govern the other characters and administer sentences.
He is abso a kinsman to Mercutio and Paris. As the seat of Yerona, his
main concem throughout most of his appearances are in relation to
emuring that the peoce & kept. He & memiful in bonishing Romeao
for the death of Tybalt, as opposed to sentencing him to death,

Mereutio — A kinsman to the prince and one of Romeo's dosest
friends. Mercutio is an extroordinary charocter in that he haos
sparkling wit and o vivid maogination. Much of Mercutio's speeches
deal in puns and word-play. He appears to see himself as being
abowve the vices of love, choosing instead to view it as misplaced
sexual appetite. His hot-headedness is eventually his downfall,

First Sceme: Act | Scene | Final Scene: Act W Scene (Il

First Seene: Act | Scene IV Final Scene: Act lll Scene |

Montague and Capulet - The patrigrchs of the Montogue and
Capulet families, who have held a long and viclent feud with one
another from some time before the play begins. Both seem to
deeply love their respective child, yet do not always seem
appropriately aware of their emotional wellbeing. For example,
Romeo chooses to walk the streets in melancholy rather than share
his feelings with his father, and Capulet feels the best thing for Juliet
would be a marrioge with Paris.

Friar Laurence and the Nurse — Both Frior Lourence and the
Murse oct as guidance counsel for Romeo and Juliet. They appear to
be the two people thot Romeo and Juliet trust more than any others
in the woarld, as they are the tuo that they confide in. Friar Lourence
is kind and dvic-minded (believing the marriage may heal the
feud), whilst the Nurse i kind and sentimental (yet at times vulgar).
She seems as though she i more of a mother to Juliet than Lady
Caopulet has ever been,

Love — In Romeo and Juliet, love is an extremely overpowering force that supersedes all other values, emotions, and loyalties. Through their

love, Romeo and Juliet conspire to go against the forces of their entire social weorld. Romeo returns to visit Juliet ot paints, even
though he & well aweare of the threat of death. At times, love i presented as fickle (Mercutic's speeches, Romeo + Rosaling).

Individual v $eciety — Romeo and Juliet are forced to undermine the oppressive rules of society at the time. For exaomple, rules of the
patriarchal family force Juliet to be subservient to her parents, rules of religion mean that they must marmy in haoste, and rules of masculinity

force Romeo into conflict with Tybalt.

Violence — Extremne viclence takes place sporadically throughout the play. The feud betwseen the two families is so bitter that

the mere sight of each other can be the cowe of a fight to the death. Unchecked viclence is personified through the character of
| Tybatlt. The violence culminates in Act 3 Scene 1, in which both Mercutio and Tybalt are murdered.

-

Fate = In the firt address to the audience, the Chorus states that Romeo and Juliet are “star-cross'd” lowers, meaning that fote hod intended
for their paths to cross, and that fate controbs their octions. A series of unfortunate occidents towards the end of the play thwart Friar
Laurence’s plan and eventually manifest in both Romeo and Juliet committing suicide, thus odding to the serse of fate.
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Scene-by-Scene Summary - Take note of the key quotations from each scene.

Thie Chvorus speales of an oncient grudge bebwesn o

Froverr fortfy the fatol loins of these Buo foes

Prelogue households, from uwhidy b ‘or-crossed louen' appear. A penir of sher=crossed fovers boke Mheir fe .
A street brawl breaks out bebueen the Montogue: and Capulets. Er -t ik -l
Act1 Scene 1 The Prince intervenss, He threatens the decth senbence for Iﬂ o Mﬂi, i ol men ;
anyone who breals the peoce again . o ek
Pori speaks of his desine bo meamy Jubet to Capulet. They arrange
O fpnirar By i dove? The alft-oaing sun
Act 1 Scene 2 a masquersde ball so that be can begin to woo her. Peter X
accidentsilly invites Romes and Berolia, Ne'sr son fher match unce it the workd begurt
Ack15 3 Loy Copulet discusses the prospect of juliet getting marted bo 1% koo fo i if looking Bing move’ Bt mo more doap will | endlart
Praris, S clutifully sorgs Bhat dhe will look upon him. rming gy’ Thar pour comsemt phees strengil fo make &
Ack 1% 4 Bafone the ball, Mercutio mocks Romes. Hie gives b "Cueen O tiverr f soe Qusars Ml frem Bess wildy gode . . .
ok speech. Riomes fear the might will set fabe in makion Sihe i he fenries ' kol . .
Rormes and Juliet meet at the ball. They immediately fall for I I prodone with my wmorthiss? fond
Ack1% 5 each other = Romeo wes metaphors bo compane her to a pilgrim. Thus freelyy shrirree. Bhe gentle s & B
Tybalt spots Rormes and warnts to bill him, but Capalet stags hifm. My i, twe Bl pilgrivrs, reoals stoma’
Rorres cnd Juliet bearn Bhat thsy are from wearring farmilis. T sivncnently el roniagly Bonsicly wnilly o Poriclar Bais
Act 2 Prologue The chore returms and delivers o sonnet abaout the new ke, But pession kends therm power, Nire e, Lo imeet,
Act 2 Scene 1 Berrsalio and Meroutio search for Romea, who hos escoped therm G thvary, For 't v Lin
ir the hope of re=finding lulist. Tor sl Foierr have Bherd ooy mol fo be found
The famous balcany scene.’ Romeo decides that e cannat go If thert B bt of love be honarabile,
Act 2 Scene 2 harme without sesing luliet opain. He treyposses into ber garden, Ty praposs rmorriope, semd rme o Pormoro,
where dhe oppears at o window. They decide that they will wed. By one that [T procue fo corme fo Hhes
Act 2 Scene 3 P wisits Fricer Lesurence to ade if he will wed him to Julist. Tl dowe ofief racred B robs Biert cocle mod spedl
Wihilst shvockeed ab o fickde Romec’s loue i, e ogness, Bl conrie, pOLUrIG (AOUSREs, SO o wall e
Romeo arrives to meet Mercutio and Benvolio, The Murse ond The soversigrity will foll upon Mooheaiy
Act 2 Scane 4 Peter then amive, and Mercutio makes fun of the Nurse. When ™ g e dfavisa’ Sorme rmears fo corme to shrift s arftermoon
Miroutio leoraes, Rormes armange with the Murse for lubet bo And thare she shall ot Erar L owrence call
rricsisk hiirr it Frior Lourence's charmbser. B shrived and mormied,
Ack 2% 56 Theie Muirse semds Juliet bo Frior Lourenos's call, uwhene they are Bt covne what sormow co it connat countarvol e
rrvtarried. Thie Friar warm therm bo loue moderabel,. axcharige of jou’ Thet one short rinute gives e i e sght
Tybalt dusk Meroutio. Romes tries to malbe peace, but Tybealt A ok ' bhath 5 "
Act 3 Scene 1 skabs Mercutio dead under Romeo's arm. In rage, Romeo kills s a jour -
Tybedl. The Prinos cmbves cnd ssfies Romas, Al fow roe tovmarrow, and/ powr shalf find me a grove man
Act 35 3 Thie Musrse bells juliet of the fight. Juliet is houmatised by the idea O pertue, wihof hodsd Hhow to do in bl Wen thou oiast Bower the
of an exiled Romes. The Murse says she bnows where he B hiding. spintt of o fend in monol parodise of such sweat fesh?
Romeo despairs ot hearing of being banished. The Friar mokees o Thare i no wonks withowt Verona waealls
Act 3 Scenes 3-4 plcn for him to visik juliet before leaving. Elsewhere, Capulet But purgotory; forture. il el
eontects Pori and o fisr Juiliazt by prucsrry hiirr. M “Bearishdel™ i Bewishod from e wonkl
Ack3 S 5 Romes reluctanthy leanes Juliet. Her mather then tells of the Hong thee, poung bageage! Dobedient wrebah!
rrarrioge ba Pari. She rejects it Capulet threatens be disown her. I bl thee whet: get thee to chwreh o' Thusdey
Juliet mmeets Friar Lourence, saying that she would ratier kil .
Bt 4 Scenes 1-2 huersedf thesn rrcrny Paris. Frior Lounence propose the sheaping ;ﬁmmu Mfﬂ! Mi.n‘guﬁ
peotion phan. She ogrees, ebunms bo ber parents, ond neperits. -
Act 4 Scene 3 Juliet is secaresd, but drinks the conbents of the vial. Romes, Romes, Rovmeo! Here's drinks, § diring fo Hhee.
Act 4 45 The Murse finds juliet deosd on her wedding moming. The family O me O mef My ciilel my ondy e,
are distrought, but agree bo makee the funeral arrongements. Bavve, look up, or fuall oie widh thee!
Romen is told of the death by Balthasor. Romeo decides that he
. . bl Juoliad, J sl fe with thee forviait.
Act 5 Scene 1 will returmn bo Verona bo kill himself. Before doing so, he purdhomes Lat's sae for means. O mischief, thou art suift
poisan from an apothecar.
Fricer Lourence bearms that Romes hes not receheed his letter
ActSScene2 | informing him of the plan, and i worried. He dosn't know that nappy fortune! By my Brotherfood
Romee now thinks that Juliet is dead, W ¢ o
Act 5 Scene 3 Ronmea fimds Juliet's body ond kills hirmself. She owakens and kil For never wos a sory off i woe
herself. Montague and Copulet commit bo neohae, Than b of fudief and her Rormea,
Dramatic Devices in Romeo and Juliet
Mercutio and Benvolio think Romeo B still | Tragic Here = A main character cursed by fote and ;}
Dramatic Irony pining over Rosaline, but the audience possessed of a tragic flow (Romeo, and to an extent i
knows he has moved on to Juliet. A2 51 Juliet). =
Solil |uliet's opening speech in A3 52 in which she | Hamartia - The fotal charcter flow of the trogic hero (his passion
uy pours her heart out over her love for Romeo. | and impulbiveness).
luliet secretly hopes for the 'villsin' Romec: | Catharsis - The release of the audience's emotions
Aside Villarin and he be mary miles asunder through empathy with the characters.
God pardon fim! A3 55.
Friar Lourence: These winlent delights hawve R
Porathadowing iodent enck. And in their fri die, iike Intermal Conflict - The struggle the hero engages i with his/her

fatal flow.

fire and powder. A2 56




