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Macbeth and Narrative Writing

Freytag’s Pyramid

Key Vocabulary
heinous, mercurial,
foreshadowing, barbarous,
caliginous, culpability, reticent,
tension, climactic, malice.

WHY?:
Being able to plan, organise and
articulate your own narrative is a skill
that will not only benefit you for your
exams in summer; these skills could
help build towards careers in sectors
such as journalism, novel/playwriting,
film production and editing and many

Language Devices
•

Extended Metaphor— a metaphor
that is introduced and further
developed throughout a piece of
writing.

•

Sensory description— describes
objects in a manner that can be
experienced through the senses.

•

Foreshadowing— a warning, or
indication, of a future event.

•

IMAGERY—visually descriptive or
figurative language.

Key questions to consider…
Am I using the best vocabulary I can use?
Am I varying my use of punctuation?
Am I using a variety of language features?

Styles of Opening

Is my writing detailed and engaging?

Am I showing rather than telling?

•

The rhetorical start—starting your piece
with a single, or series of, rhetorical
question(s).

Protagonist/antagonist— Leading character or
major character/opposing force. Usually brings
conflict to main character.

•

The statement start—starting your piece
with a strong topic statement that will
grab the readers’ attention.

•

PERSONIFICATION— attributing a
human behaviour to something
non-human.

Foil— a character who contrasts another
character.

•

The hypothetical start—putting your
reader in a “what would you do?”
scenario

•

OXYMORON—to have
two contradictory terms
next to each other.

•

The flashback start—starting your piece
by going to a place/event in the past.

•

HYPERBOLE—immense
exaggeration.

Character/Narrator Types

Omniscient Narrator— knows everything about all
the characters.
Unreliable narrator—a narrator who has had their
credibility compromised.

The Big Question:

Is my writing compelling? Does it incorporate a range of complex ideas?
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Language Paper 2 Knowledge Organiser

AO1-AO6

QUESTION 1

QUESTION 2

QUESTION 3

QUESTION 4

QUESTION 5

AO 1: What (do
you understand
what the text is
saying?)
AO2: How (do
you understand
how the text is
communicating
its message?)
AO3: Why (why
is the text as it is?
Why did the
writer choose for
it to be that
way?)
AO5: Structure
and Content
AO6: SPaG

4 marks, AO1

8 marks, AO1

12 Marks, AO2

16 marks AO3

40 Marks

5minutes

10 minutes

15minutes

20minutes

24 Marks Content and Organisation

Examiner is looking
for:
•
Understanding
of the text
•
Ability to
interpret and
identify implicit
and explicit
meanings.

2/3 points

3/4 points

2.5 sides of writing

16 marks SPaG

Examiner is looking for:
•
Understanding of
the text- including inferred
meaning
•
Use of detailed
evidence from
the text
•
Comparison of
the content of
the texts

Examiner is looking for:
•
Evaluation of the
writer’s choice of
language and its
intended impact
•
Use of relevant
evidence from
the text
•
Use of
appropriate
terminology
•
Single word
analysis (zoom)

Examiner is looking for
•
understanding of
the author’s
attitudes
•
Description of the
author’s methods
(language and
structure)
•
Sophisticated
comparison
•
Use of appropriate
terminology

55 minutes

Vocabulary
Bank:

Contrasting Connectives (Q2 & 4):

Language Devices (Q3):

Non-fiction Devices (Q4 & 5):

Similarities
Equally
likewise
similarly
as with
like
in the same way

Simile – Comparison of one thing with another thing using
the words ‘like’ or ‘as’.

Anecdote – a short, amusing or interesting story about a real person/
incident

Metaphor – A figure of speech in which a word or phrase
is applied to an object or action to which it is not literally
applicable.

Cyclical structure – the events at the end are similar to those at the
start.

Imagery
Semantic field
Contemptuous
Inference
Synthesise
Perspective
Tone
Accusatory
Diplomatic
Impartial
Objective
Subjective
Pessimistic

To contrast
whereas
instead of
alternatively
otherwise
unlike
but
on the other hand
by contrast

Personification – The attribution of a personal nature or
human characteristics to something non-human, or the
representation of an abstract quality in human form.
Anaphora – The repetition of a word or phrase at the
beginning of successive clauses.
Epiphora - The repetition of a word or phrase at the end
of successive clauses.
Hyperbole – Exaggerated statements or claims not
meant to be taken literally.

2.5-3 sides of writing (about 6 paragraphs)
Examiner is looking for
Ao5
•
Accurate spelling punctuation and grammar
•
Use of a range of punctuation
•
Use of a range of sentence structures
•
Paragraphs joined with connectives indicating a
flow of argument
•
Ambitious vocabulary
•
Use of literary device

Emotive description – description that appeals to, or expresses,
emotion.

Exaggeration/hyperbole – exaggerated statements not meant to be
taken literally.
Listing – giving more than one example.
Triplets – describing something using three descriptive terms.
Direct address – Talking to the reader directly.
Repetition – repeating something that has already been said for
emphasis.
Statistics – a fact or piece of data involving numbers.
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