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Context - The ploy wes written by William Shoabepoore, and wes first perfermad areund 1606

Scene-by-Scene Summary - Take note of the bey quotations from each scene.

Shakespeare’s Time - Shabeypeare wrobe ot the time of tuwe James | = 1606 was early in the reign of James I, who wes an Bk 1 Seene Three witches mest on a heath. They plot o trick Fipir fs found o foud s fenir,
manarchs Queen Elizabeth | and Jarmes |. The plays that - admirer of Shalespeare's plos, and o patron of his Mocheth ot o laber Hme. Hover through the fog and fithy ar.
e wrote during the period of Queen Elizabeth are * acting company. It i doubtles, therefore, that Act 1 5cene 2 Hing Dunean is told of Macheth's bravery in battle. He No more that thome of Cowdlor shall decefve...
generally happy and joyful, reflecting the mood at the Shakespeare had the king in mind when witing a play tells & messenger bo ensard hirm Thane of Consdar. —Ane wath fws farmer bitie greet Macheth.
tirme. However, darber ploys such Mocheth were written ol about Mocheth, o figure from Scottish ancestrg. Act 1 Scene § The witches confrant Modbeth and Bangua and deliver Al benl, Mocheth! hal bo thee, Hhane of Glarmid'
in the era of harmes |, which was for more unstoble. For example, the | Furthermone, King lames's family claimed to hove descended from a their prophecies. The mesenger arrives o tell Mocbeth Al bl Mocheth, hail to thee. thane of Cowdor!
gunpowder plot was the vear before. historical figure named Banguo, that e is the Thane of Cowder, Al facxil, Meschethy, thou shalt be bing hereafter!
The Divine Right of Kings - Divine Right asserts that monarchs The Role of Women = Depite the trength of Elizabeth Bt 1 Seene 4 A the Hings' Palace, Duncan names. Malcolm (his eldest The Prince of Curnberiana” that & o step
were appeinted from God aboue, and that amy J%‘ I's paign, seciaty ot Bhe time wes patriardhal = women sain) axs hiis ssceessar. O wevich [t fall dlowrt, or ebe oleriean
attempt bo question tham was to question God .ﬁ; Ly | were considered inferior to men. Wemen balonged to Act15cene 5 At Mocbeth's costle, Lody Mocheth receives o letter from Vou spinits | That fend on martol Thoughts, woser me hore 7
hirraelf. This wes a widely-held view ot the time. Hing i ?;;;J their fethers (or brothers if their fathers had died) and Macbeth detniling the witches' prophecies. She plans Duncan’s And filf ma from the crown fo the foe top-fulf ¢ OF direst
Jesrnes | often quoted divine right to cement his ploce T | then thelr hushesnos. Thisy wine not permitted to own land o enter murcles, burk o thet: Modhatt b oo Bind b fullll ks cnkition. _crunlty: __
en the threne. A play invelving a goad, ‘God-given' king, and the et professions. They were instead expeded Lo bear children, and Act 1 Scene 6 D"‘mmmw’%mmh’h“h Cmmmm“mmw
demise of a king-dayer would ne doubt hove gone dewn well with | be gentle and wemeanly. Lody Macbeth weuld therefors be at odds —— = Yo gy ‘mni'“&t" "’d'm = fimmznufmm‘:ﬂhiﬂi “mﬂd
King Jasrnes at the time. with wvart wias expected of wonmen. Scene [ P— o ik 1t wr come resickly. .
Witches and the Supernatural - At the time of Healtheare and Medicine — Healtheore and medidine were not as Act 2 Seene 1 Bonqua and Aeonce arrive. When they depart to bed, Mocheth Iy thix o dopger wiich [ see before me,
ihﬂhﬁmrthebﬁgfhﬁmuhd‘m ﬂdmmdlnihahﬁpem‘mﬂemhymtodﬁr—thm 1204 0 wision of a dogger lending him towardh Duncan’s chamber. The handle toward my band? Corma, kel me outoh thee.
sipernatural was extremely strong, and many sa- - were mumereus ailments ond dieases thet were nat yet + Mt 2 Seene 2 Macheth emerges from the dhamber, viibly shaken. He WA ol greert Aaotune s ocoo wiash B Bibod’
colled "witches' were bumt ot the stake. There is no understood. Furthemmere, there uere a many war in hext forgotten bo ploce the doggers with the dhamberlains Clicxt S s huaief
doubt, therefore, that sorne of the ideas in the phey would have which scores of men were hilled. Therefore, decth wa: o te absolve the biame. Lady Madbeth must return theem. S i escnd £ AROCEME (o ulir et
been taken very seriously, such o the witches prophecies, Macheth | much mere frequent thewght for peeple ot the time. The high death Act 2 Seene 3 Macduff armues and finds Duncan dend Macbeth sepiains that @ harrar, horror, horror! Tangue mor heart
being seemingly ‘pessessed” and his vivid hallucinations. count in the play would therefore seem slightly more ordinany! hie hiled the chamiberiains in rage. Duncan's wns flee. Cannot conceive nor nama thee!
Act 7 Sesne 4 Mocduff tell Rows, o thane, that Mocbeth ho: been nomed King. The soveresgriy: wall folf wpor Mochetf.
At § Scene 1 Maocbeth, feoring the witches' prophecies about Banguo's B ir concluced. Bonguo, Sy sl fipht
Main Characters - Consider what Shakepesre intended through his charscterisation of each of the below. . descendants sitting on the throne. amange: to hawe Banquo and H it find hoaver, must find i cut to-right.
Feonce killed.
Macheth = Mocbeth is the leod protogonis of the play. He & Lady Macbheth - Macheth's wife, an extremely ambitious woman Act ¥ Scenes 3-8 Mochath tell: Lody Macheth of bis plon to kill Banguo. O troocharyd i good Fleanca. fjs M &
introduced as a Seottish general who is thought to be a brave and wihio lusts for powser. Al the beginning of the ploy, she seerms stronger i E&W“muré_ - W::u;-mm C'Mw
shrang soldier. Howeuver, he is persuaded bo commit the then Macbeth, urging and aiding him bo bill Duncan. Later in the 3 Scene 4 Mocheth holds a banquet. He swee: Banguo T e St A st gkl wt
mﬂrﬁuhlmﬂmthmﬁmma il grrved pleny, howeuer, the Become radeed with guilt and modnss, preving mmw‘d'mt::;::;‘m“mmmw Chuestion enroges fime At once. good right:
destructive king, whe responds to all threats (including his oun unable o come be berms with what hiwe done. Her consciemce - —
inseeLrities) threugh vislence and murder. nﬁamhumuﬂna&gm&thﬂhmmudb-cmmm ActBcenes 8- | The witche: s seolded oy “‘"""!. o their '“:_j’;'““! Cheuhare. My scxr s b B cur sl coxy
First Seene: Act | Scenae Il Final Seames Act V' Scens VIl [First Seener Act | Soana WV Final Scemes Act V) Scens V' Bk 4 Seens 1 Macheth ogain vists the witches, and throwgh terrible boware locduf_none of womarn bomyShall harm
Duncan — Duncan is the ind and loved King of Seotland wha Macduff = A Scottish nobleman who i dublous and hostile towrds apparitions is given several new prophedes regarding his Mdacheth...Groat Bimam wood to iigh Dunsiane il
Macketh murder in order be fulfil his armbition amnd the witche Macheth's neign frem the beginning. His wife and young son are feabe, The witehe then vanish, Fhall coma against hirm.
prophecy. Duncan i a virtuows King, who s both compassionate and | murdered by Macheth. Mocduff leads the battle against Mocbeth's Act 4 Seenes 2-5 Marduff's wife and children are murdered by Macketh's ououine. Mochotful ripe for shaling, and the power: obove
rational = he forms a stark contrast with Mocheth as bing. When tyrannical neign, eventually becoming the man who kills Mocbeth Mocduff and Malcom unite in order to fight Mocheth. Beit ot invbrarmnands.
m&mmmlnsmﬂmﬂb!ﬁﬂmﬂlthﬂnbrmmﬂmﬁ MIlneuﬂﬂlr}uudbm‘spmpluyﬂshemmtnf —nban_’]ln Ak s Seane 1 ﬁdudnruldmmhlncblmmh.ﬂn Dc:tm—fmaﬂ,{w_..m«mmﬁm
Hmhlmlmmuﬂ;mﬁahthrm doing 1o, he helps Malolm to the throne ﬂ:&dﬂmnﬁb;fnﬂ;ﬁmﬂmmnwﬂlm Fhowght Hee odd rmoer fo howve bod s moch biood in lim?
First Scener Act | Seene | Final Scene: Act |l Scene | First Scenes Act | Scene (I Final Seene: Act W Scene VI Act S Seene 2 Lorch discuns how the rebel army will gather of Bimborm Wood. Mo s our mardl fovwonds Bimam
The Three Witches — The witches represent trickeny, manipulation Bangue - Banguo is o brave and noble gentleman wheo is o friend Act 5 Scenes 3-4 Inside, Macheth boasts that none of woman born can Twall ot be afroid of death and bane,
and the supemetural, They use charms, spells and prophedes to and fellow soldier ko Macbeth. Banguo is olso given prophecies by harm him. Mooduff and eo gather ot Birnham Weod Tl Birrscarey forest coma fo Dursinane
prompt Macbeth into murdering Duncan. There is some the witiches, but unlike Modseth, he deveoses not to ot on them - i
ambivalence over how much of their pouer comes from Adter being murdered, Banguo's ghost returns to hownt Macbeth, Ack K Sooma & m,‘:mﬂimm:;mmﬁ £l amh#?aﬂmnﬁuqmﬂaﬁm;
spernatural abilities, o opposed to knowing the weakmesses of causing him a great deal of fright, and reminding him of the path he rewanls that the tree of Bimham Wood are aduancng.
their victim In amy case, they takre pleasure in toying with humean chose not to take. In occordance with the witches' prophecies, Act & Scenes 8-T The battle begin:. Mocbeth fights without fear, o he believes no ‘Bt sorch | srle of. weapons fougl fo soorm,
llives. and amobion. Banque’s descendants kaber babwe Heair plooe on the Hhnome. man born of woman can hanm hime The omtle is breoched. Broroish'c by man that's of o worman bom.
First Seenes Act | Scena | Final Scemnes Act IV Seena | Firsk Seenes Act | Scena Il Final $eener Ack Il Scena IV Act S Seene 8 Meacbeth and Macduff finally meet. Macduff reveals that Tkl taoe. MocolufF ws from fis motfer s wamb
he e born by comsarean section (not by waman barn.”) Lintirmely npp .
Ha bills Macbeth. Malcolm is proclaimed Hing. Fieal, King of Scotimal
Dramati Device o Wedbeth 11 Raakares o gy W Magseti
Unchecked Ambition — The tale of Mocbeth ruthlesly exposes the dangers of ambition when it i not held by moral constraints., tha s Epins iy - i
Ambition burns Macheth from a breve and loyal Seottish generdl into o murderas tyrant. Lady Macheth is another exarmple of this Dramaticireny | Duncon trusts Macbeth, The audience knows T“'“Mm“fﬁmg‘dwm“” @
theme, as she is unable to deal with the acts that she and Modbeth hove committed to fuel their ambition, and so commits suicide. thest Macheth is plotting Duncan's murder.
Fate vi Free WHll - Throughout the ploy, the sudience is frequently forced to guestion the notion of fabe v free will = does the story pan Thiy seppasrraertisncd soliciting connol be il
ot the vy that it does becowse it wes pre-ordained, or because of the actions that Madbeth chese to tabe? Motbeth fervently attempts to Soliloguy carmod be good Modbeth's soliloquy reveals | Hamartia - The fatal character flaw of the tragic hera (ambition).
fight the negative aspects of his fabe, and yet it is these veny actions (his free will) that cowse the predetermined downfall (fabe) hiis. inmer borment.
Gender, Masculinity and Femininity - Lody Macheth manipulates her husbond by questioning his masculinity, as he originally The Prince of Curnberlonal thet i3 o step Catharsis - The releme of the audisnce’s smations
declines to murder Hing Duncan for the throne. She stabes that she wishes she could be ‘usesed” 10 as to give her bravery to I:J Aside thet frrunt folf down. Mocbeth reveals his | through empethy with the charsders.
commit the deed. Masoulinity & frequently esociated with row oggression, and fermininity with weabnes and kindness. ambition through an oide.
Inwersion of the Matwral Order = Wherever the natural order is disturbed in Mocbeth (the three supernatural witches, the murder of a Awey and rmock the time, with foaires showy' .
King) disareler and chvaos soon fellow. There is only pecce when the naturel arder is restored (Maleol is seated on the throne). In line with Rhyming Couplets | Faise foce must hide what the heort dott | internol Conflict - The strugale the hero engages in with hisfher
thi beliefs of King lames, through Mocheth Shabespeare expreses that the inversion of the natural order is dangerous and destructive. B )

Key Vocabulary: Ambition, regicide, antithesis, malevolent, patriarchal, femininity, deceitful, masculinity, hubris, hamartia, usurp, heinous, treachery, mercurial
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' A Ghristmas Oarol xvownepce orcamser

Context - A Christrmas Corafwas written by Charles Dichens in 1843

Scene-by-Scene Summary - Alongside key quotetions from eadh scene.

Charles Dichen: = Charle Dickren was bom in 1812 and
spent the fird years of his life in Hent, England. At 5, he

.y

Claii Divides - Dispite industrial changes altering
the social londscope, there were skl relatieely

It is o foggy Christrmos Bue, and Scrooge: B working in his counting house. He
refuse to buy another lump of coal to heot Bob Cratchit's (he derk's) office.

Wderriay wen deod fo Begin with,. There s

o 3 & . gl Scrooge’s cheerful nephew, Fred, enten, imviting Scrocge to Christmos party, Ao doubt whataver abaut
moved to London AR 12, his fakber was sent to debbors dﬁﬁutm@dﬂmnﬂnﬂﬂhnﬂr_&nahllmw o bt b clacires. Py P mhing iy thent. The o his buariexd
prison for racking up huge debts, and Charles was given a class, the middle das, and the working clons. Life F After e leaves. —— Scrooge: registes
ok . willing to make a charitoble donotion to the poor. Scrooge ogain dedines. He | s sigmea By bhe clergyerion,
labellirg bottle: near the prison. He found this perod in - | wos terrible for the poorest: Lade of meoney resulted ey STAVE ONE begrdgingly ghves Bob Cratchit the day off
" " s (¥ Qe oy off. Scrooge follows his uwal routine e chards, the ciclefedser,
his I haadlish, end it deubtiesdy led him to drow resders” attention in a megligible food supply. For wme working "l'!“, lil. o th vy At oz s s o 8 e Pt e (acils e %
to the plight of the poor when he later found seooess o an author. farnilies, money was o tight that they requined - Marley) in the knocker. Marley is in dhains o punishment for his selfohnes and d"’;’f
Mary of hit waorls ane about sockal hardships and inegualities their children bo work in arder bo survive, greed when living. He soy that he seeks bo save Scrooge from the wome fote, Serooge signed
The Victorian Era- The Victorian era desoribes the period Health and Medicine ~Healthcone was mone of a lusury ‘and henca Scrooge: will be wisited by 3 ghosts over the necd 3 nights.
in which Quean Victeria sat on the English throne = at the time, and medicine wos nowhere near as. Scrooge i confused to wabe ot midnight, o it woe ofter 2om when be went to | "B Bhe strovgest Mg alvout & i, Hhed
betwesn 1837 and 1901 (most of Diceens' life). \Whilst this v | odvanced todey, Mearny dissases were rife, and childbirth deop. At one o dodk, Sorooge i wikted by o stronge child-ike figure that fror the arown of ity heod there sprung o
waas a tirme of industrial revelution, it was alse an and pouerty wene veny real dangers to people living in emanates wisdom — The Gheat of Christmaos Post. The spirit touches Scrooges Brignltt claar jot of ight, by wivicly ol this
extremely harsh time to live, aond the differences between the lives of | the era. s o result, a middie daws person mey expect to live to 45 at mﬂ““m'“““‘mmﬂ““n““‘?“ﬁ e Leisiie el il
the richest and the poorest were exacerbabed. The Vickorian erawas | the time, whereas a working chas person would henve been ludey to i _mht““d."dhmb": .;d:“h"d'h;ﬁ oy wars dowuditiess the
& pericd of great change. In this time, the population of England heawe lived half thet time. In 4 Christrras Cared the restrictions in STAVE TWO i MMMSW.LM“““‘“WF“’"‘“. i, e vt his oicl poriner Belle wha | SEECHN OF 8 aing., in its
doubled = from 16.8 million 1851 ko over 30 million in 1901 healtheorne are evident in Time Tim's continued suffering. s Iorecaliong off Ui ersposemait on oot of his greed. He ses Belle I o dullar movmenty. o greot
Workthouses— A workthouse wos a place where a person iy Christmai— We now associate Christmas o being a time more modern time, with her husband, discming how Sorooge B noa ‘guite extinguisher for o cop,
went if they eould not afferd ke finonclally wippert =g of seenonal goodwill, leve and Frendship. However, before along in the warkd.' Soooge b upset by the visior, and begs with the ghoat to | i A s hal uncler ][
thermelues and their families. Men, wormen and children - the Wictorion e, when writers wesch as Dickens spracd mﬁnbud:hmicm_:qnfh:hﬁmulfbmhinhhbndmnwfmhq i e
{rmastly orphans) lved and worksed in the workhouses, which were | these mesages throush their nowvels, there was no Santa S “'::“an“'_“"":“m“m;*’m
wiry crouded = making living conditions uniealthy ond unpleasant. | Claus, Christras cords, and no holidays from werk! Christrmas Day strikes one, Soooge is owakbe onoe mone. n minutes posk Sty eards Brocr curls T
Peaple sept in dormitories, whene diseose was ensily spread. In A was a for more low-key affair. Writers such o8 Dickens encouroged ﬁ;m;ﬁr:;mm:mmﬂiw scomne o carcl fises
Christrrney Corol, Screoge woices his support for workiouses. rriddlle-clens farmilies bo shere their wealth and et selflesly. rmountain of food. The spirit s tr the butling oy Chai T —
moming, where paisers-by joyfully greet each ather. The spirit then taokes its gpartdling eye, s
- Soooge to the home of Bob Crotchit, where the fomily sovour the Christmaos apen hand, its cheary
Iluhw Comider whot Dichens intended through his charadteriiation of each of the below... STAVE THREE that they can aiford. Their vty son, Tirmy Tim, it chosring despite his pe
Ebenezer Scrooge = Soooge is the leod protogonist of the nouello. The Cratchits= Bob Cratchit is Scrooge's kind, mild-monnered clerk, mments. Scrooge begn bo Bnow whether he will survive. They ol v Fred's urconstreined
He is o miserly cwner of o counting house (what would now be wh is treated terribly by his employer. He is o veny poor man, with Christmias party, which Sorooge engoys (though no one can see him). R —— ’
eolled en oceountant's effice). Initially greedy selfish and cold @ barge farnily, including Tiry Tier, Tirs Tirm is e yeung oy b s Euertually, Scroage i browght to o vet epamse, where two sichly children, Jeslid i, ®
Scrooge hates Christrmas cnd ladks any form of Christras spirit. He been barn with physicol disabilities that his family are boo poor to "Wart” and ‘lgncrance’ emerge. When Scrocge mle #f there b anything that
experiences a moral and pspehelogical transformation through his | have rested. Despite these hardthigs, the family are cheery and oo b ddors. the spirit mocks his prior selfishnes.
wisits fram the Ghasts of Christmases Past, Present and Vet to Come. | determined to enjoy the few positives that they can get from life. Srrooge is opproached by o hooded phantom. The spirt & sent, ond Soooge IMS?JMW;”W
Quioke: "Ity gh for & man o understand his oun business” Quoter "l arm wire we shall nomne of us forget poor Tiny Tim® i terrified by him. Scrooge pleads with him to provide his next lesson. The "I,”‘m m::‘:,eg:
Jacob Marley and Fred- Joseph Marley is Scrocge’s late business | The Ghast of Christmas Past = This s the first spirit to visit Scocge. ghos tokes i £ the sboch exchonge, ulhers men caces the cccounts of s |/ Aol s
¥ & p rich man, adingy pown shop, where the rich man's stolen goods are being e e good] and as |
partner. and Fred is Serooge’s nephew. They represent the bwo He is & gurieus chile-libe thest hes an Sluminsted heod, scid, cand the Crotehit householdl, whess the fomiy struggles with the death of | Aope o five fo be another
etrenes of Christmes spirit. leseph Marley symbolises the limitations | symbolising how shining o light on memaries from the past con be STAVE FOUR Tirny Tim. Scronge it then baken o o freshly dug groue in o groveyord. The e
of a life<lived focused on greed and selfishnes, whilst Fred's life wsed be illuminate ene's thoughts and behaviours in the fubure. The grovestons reveal thot i & his cwn grove. Appalled, Scrooge begs with the et prepared to bear pou
appears fulfilled throwgh his perpetual jop, Bindness and interoctions | Ghast of Cheistrmas Past tobes Sorooge to a nurnber of ploces from spirit to give him onather dhance to show that he has keamt his leson. Tha company, and do i with
with obhers. After his death, laseph Marley has been condemmned to his childhood and eary adulthood, induding his old school, p*mmbmh:mmﬂuurddimmm#mmﬁnmﬁrd: & b il o
wandir the world as & missrable ghost. hemsetewn, and the scene of his engagement being broken off, himelf in the relative wfety of his cun bed.
Quote: “you have yet a chance and hope of escaping my fote” Quote: “Strange bo have forgotten it for so many years!™ Scrooge realives that he bhas been returned to Christmas moming, and i
The Ghaost of Christmai Present — The Ghost of Ohnidmas Present. | The Ghost of Chrittmas et to Come — The Ghoit of Christmes vet ubtarhy cufoyac, He peys the Bt oy that be Moty a s sum o celies o He bl s further A M
i the second of the three ghosts to visit Sorooge. He is o mojestic jolly | to Come is the thind and fina spirit to vist Sorooge. He is a silent Em:hﬂ.mh ta Bk ;m’:‘;& ':_D'dhﬂ' i intercourse with Spirits, bt 1S f [y
giant, who is dressed in a green robe. His lifespan is restricted to phentenm Heat i clod in robes (he rather resernbles common mmmmm'mm.mmmsm'mdi:mhmwm Fved uporr the Total 5
Christrras Diewy, candd he hees ‘oorer 1800 brothers', representotive of the | dharactersations of ‘Death’). He presents Scrooge with an ominaus kind that the other guesits con barely belieue his behaviour. The nedt moming, | Abstinencs Princisls, swver
other Christrmos Desys that were once in the present. He escorts view of his oum death: the anly people who his death remotehy STAVE FIVE he pretends to scobd Bab Crotchit for oeviving lote, before promising to give afferwandly and i wes
Serooge on a bour of how his contemporaries pend Christrme day, affects are those he oumes money to (who are relieved), thase wha him o lorge rake and b care for his family. As time pases by, he stows trueto | afioys soidf of Wi Shat he

o force hirm to contermplate his oun solitory exdstence. He also shous
hiinn the need bo comider “Want' and ‘lgnorance.’

can mabe money from him (such o those dealing with his estate)
and those who he could hoave seeed (Ting Tim)

Old Major Quote: ““Come in! and know me better, man!

Quote: “The Spirit onswered not, but pointed onwand with its hand.'

his word — he helps the Crotchits and becomes like o second father to Timy
Tim, who doe: not die. Sorooge brings Christmio cheer to every doy, and
shrugs off the doubrhs that others hove about b dhanged behowiour. The
narrotor concudes by suggesting that Scrooge’s changed ottitude and
bchouviour thould be shored by swenmane.

Ferreu frony o Beap Chefsfrrens wed], if o
et olive possesen’ Bhe bnowdedpe. . Goo
Bllens e el every omal™

Dichens' Literary Devices

Greed and Selfithnes = Charoders such os Serooge represent the weifish middle desiss who wught o omes, rather than thare their This gives the reader a better image of Five Stoves — The story s set out in fiue Staves = a structure \

wealth. Jacob Morley demonstrates the burden that such a selfish life will inevitobly bring. Through these characters and the events of the Simile and ploces, & g Scrooge deseribed | phet mimics musical organization — the opening sats the ]

mowel, Dickens criticises how wealth had betome maociated with the root of happiness, ot the expene of dose relationships and gooduwill. s “hard and sharp as a fint’ MMmmnumumpam,mdmmmmm

Divisians— Divisions are evident throughout the novel, ﬂsthmewirh and maney seek simply bo exert and recyde their Clear Narrath The narrator gives vieus to tell the reader | Surface Level Story - A literal sbary Bhat works on a surface level,
oduantoges over those without (rather than aiding therm Thebnduhmullghlﬂnﬂndlghlfuﬂedbypuarfnnﬁu;:dﬂs " hows to think = e.g. Scrooge was o ‘tight= g The story of one aus and harsh man being visibed by ghosts

the Cratchits, which demonises the negative attitudes towards the poor held by the rich. ; Vieapol fisted hand ot the grindstone. who teach him a his bind and onate.

Transformation — Phisical transformation: ane evident throughout 4 Chrisfrmes Coval as objects, settings, and charocters oppear and Used to represent deeper meaning: and Symbaolic Level Story - A deeper, morne hidden meaning

wanish under the manipulation of the ghosts, Spiritual transfermation talbe plooe too, as the reoder witnese o lonely boy's tramformetion Metaphor ideas, For exarmple, the children Want' and | to the story, e.g. There edsts a seifish society, who needs to

into an embittered old man, and the efforts mode to brarnsform his character to reconnect with these araund him. Tgnorance’ represent the poor in society. heed this warning, in order bo become more caring.

Time = Tirne i stretchid by the ghosts - the events that Scrooge experiences appear to have token doys, and yet all takes plece in @ To emphasise the of bl and The Mumber ¥ - Scrooge is visited by 3 ghosts Past, Present, and

the spaoe of ane night. A roce ogainst ime i also taking place, o the spirits work: to prevent Sorooge (and in turm, Time Tim) from Persanification et ta Come. This is a commeon festure in mogiosl fainy stories: eg.

mthﬁrmmgmmnmhtm walue the time thot we howe, and we it bo spread hoppines to others.

settings: .. ‘the crisp air laughed to hear it

3 wishes, 3 choices ete. This adds to the mestical feel of the novello.
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BLODD BROTHERS x~owebce orcaniser

Context - Biood Brothers wes written by Willy Russell, and was first stoged in 1983,

Scene-by-Scene Summary - Monguide bey quetations from each section of the pley.

Willy Russell- William Rusell (bor 23 August 1947) is
an Englith dramatist, lyricist and compeoser. Amangst his

mank popular works are Eolucating Bito, Shidey Valentine

and Blood Brothers. Russell is frarm Liverpoesl, and wrobe his

first ploy, Meap Vowr Epes Dowsy, in 1971 whilst he cttended the city’s
St Hatherine's College of Higher Education. Tua of his plays, Sfidey

Linlarntine and Eoucating Rita, houwe become sucoessful feature films.

Margaret Thatcher — Morgaret Thatcher wos a
Conservative politician who was elected os Prirme Minister

of the United Kingdom in 1979, four years before Sihon’ h]
Brothers unm first performed. Seeing British
manufocturing os uncompetitive, she blamed trade unions os being
too strong in oalling strikes on weakened employers. 5o, she reduced
union' powers and sold off and desed uncompatitive companies.

Influences throwgh Russell's Life <huch of Willy
Russsell's worl is influenced by his oun working das
background. Russell was o dhild frem a low-income
feamily, with a fother who struggled with drug oddicion.
Hi: father worked in a focbory and his mother werked o a murse.
Russell laft school at age 15, without oy ocademic qualificstions,
and became a bairdresser. He did not return to educotion until oge
20, Russedl hert & lowe of popular music (one of his sarlier ploys i
about The Beatled) which is evident in most of his pley
Marilyn Monree — Marilyn Monros was aon extremely
feamious Hallywood octnes, whoe fame m:-'uuhden‘the
boundaries af her Holbwood films. She usm

the media as a ‘fantas’ woman who ived a perfect III’:.
Wiak, the reality was very different = dhe became addicted to anti-
depressants and eventually died from an cuerdose. From the 1950
anunards, Monroe unes just one part star from a society in whidh

auerydoy people became mare influenced by poploalebrity culture

Effect in the UK/ Liverpool = A short-term effect of
companies being doed and sold off was that there was

an econamic devwntum across thi LK and

unemployment soared. This particularly effected the more
industriclised northern arsas of the country, with Liverpool being a
prime example. Liverpools docks, a chief ssurce of employment in
the city, were allowed to fold, cowing thowsands of howseholds to
fall irto pm-tm,,- and unemployment. Crime levels inoeased, drug

Thatcher's Pﬂhewl. Ihmdl's Values = One of the
pivatal befiefs in Thatcher's sbem uas that seeces and  [§89
weanlth came to those who chose bo worlke bard. In Blood
Brathers, Russell demonstrates opposition bowards that view,
suggesting that epportunities are more limited for thewe that ane
raised in working class bochgrounds, when eompared ko those from
the middle clases. This is divided socety i demeomntrated throuwgh
dhvoing the effect of different upbringing: on o set of b,

Main Characters - Consider whet Russell int

ded throwgh his characterisation of each of the below...

Mlickrey — Mickey is the biokogical twin of Edward who Mrs lohmetone
opls bo beep, Mickey has a harsh warbing-cles upbringing, but at
his hizart hi is honest and sincere. He tobes a number of ko in
life (thot Edward is fortunate enough to avaid) for example
impregnating his giffriend (Linda) and getting loid off from hi
industrial job. He hardens o the play goes on, becoming cynical
after time in prison, and becormes addicted bo anti-depressarnts.

Edward - Edward is the biological twin of Mickey, who Mrs
lohnstone gives to Mrs Ljons bo roise as her ouwn. Lile Mickey,
Edurerd s honest and sincere, remaining kind and down=to-sarth
despite his lueury upbringing with the snobbidh Mrs Lyons. Unlike
Mickrey, houssuer, Eduward benefits from every oduantoge in life,
sudh e attending private schools and university. He uses his position
a5 @ eouncilman ts help Mickey, but alio begin an affair with Linda.

Mickey Quote: “Do you wanna be rmy blood brother, Ededie?

Edhvweard Quaobes *It's juit o srel, auveryiedy hos secrats, don' you bowe secre?™

The Narrater = All-bnowing and sightly menacing, the Marrator
takres on a number of reles throughout the play. Sometimes he plays
parts (eg. the Millkman) whilst at ather times e stand: back and
comiments upon the action as it unfolds. The Narmator reminds the
audience of the terrible act that couses the tragedy to unfold, eand
waarns the audience of the trogic events that are ko come.

Linda = Linda begins the ploy o o tombeoy who enjoys ploaying with
Mickvey and Edward, but she soon becomes an object for their desire,
At the beginning of her adolecence, dhe seenms selely attracted to
Mickrey, telling hirm that she loves him even before their first liss
Heowewer, after yedars of poverty (and Micksey's imprisonment) she
turme to Edward for comfort and the twe begin an affoir.

Beginning of Act |

The ploy opens. with M jchratone beggng the Marnotor to tell her it's not true’, and the
MNarnator revealing that the lohmtone: bwin: were separated ot birth, and only found out:
when they died. M lohmtone (o 30-something womon who loaks. much older) tells of her
life: howing o shotgun wedding, howing many children ot o young oge, and her husband
leawing her. Mn fohrstone connot pay her bill, ond her children are hungry. In the next
sceng, M fohnstone is wen deaning for the wealthy ks Lyons, swho loments not being able
it hawes children. Mrs Johnetons finds cut that she 2 howing twan: {she connot offord them
beath). Mrs: Lyon: beg: her to give one of them to her. Ingially, Mrs lchnstone i horrified, but
M Lyorn is able to convince her. M Lyom ploys on Mrs Johmstone®s balief in wpentition to
hove her vasar on a bible to tell no one. The deal i final

“So oid ' hear the story

OF the Jofetone huins?
As fitre eoch other as fuo new
pires OF ovne -
wwewrnh bevry, on T
the self sorme dage ol 0
Hoiwr one wis

lrapt oo one given oo™

Middle of Act |

ks Johratone gives birth to twina, and when she returns from hospital ceditors tobe her
poreaions to poy for bills. s Lyons enters and foroes. ke | to giue up the bein, o
prommmed. Reluctanthy, the dos so. When retuming to the house the nest weeh, Mo | ploys
with the twin she gove oway — Mn L amives and is furious - she fires ber. Mis | threatens to
take her boby with her, and then to tell someone, but Mrs L make: up o new superstition

‘about basns secrethy parted, who leam their ariging, immediately die.

End of Act |

“Surely, it batter bo give one
afvile fo me. Look, of leost if
e el wers with e pou'd be
anler oy sae fiiver ivary ooy, end
you carne be worke "

7 yean later, Mickey remarks to his mother that he b side of his cider brother, Sarmmsy,
bullying him. By chance, he then meets Eduwsard, and the: taa instontly become best friends
— they realse that they howe the some birthdoy ond ogree to become “blood brothers!
When Mickey intreduces Edwaord to his mother, she b alormed, and sends him home. When
e L fircls ourt thee bevo howe becomie friends, she B obo mnoemsed. Michey and Edward
dedide to ploy together ogainst their mothery” wisthes, Whth Linda, they ploy with o toy gun,
then throw stones ot o window, but ane cowght by a Policemman. The Policernan octs w.
differently to the Johmtones and the Lyons families. The Lyon: move to the country.
Edisard and Mickey both mis eoch other dearky. Mot too long ofter, Min | B recelees o
letter stoting that her fomily i being relocoted to the country. She sees it os o fresh stort.

“See Hh means thel we're
Bl Brothers ary' thet we
s fove to stond by sodh
other New pou say offer me:

Beginning of Act Il

Wirz | sngs happily about her new house ond life- She poys bill: on time. Mickey is now 4
and has begun to notice girk. Meonwhile, Edword now attends boarding school. Michey
noaw clearky hos a crush on Linda. They get ono bus togethes, which Samemy atbempts to
rob before being chased ooy, Lindo wams Mickey never to tum bod Bee Samnme.
Meanwhile, Edward i+ npended ot school for wearing o lodket given to hirn by b | (with
o pictuna of her and Mickey in it) before he left. Mickey and Lindo ore oo suspended from
itheir school for aneaering bock to a teacher. Leouving shoal, Mickey long: to be able: to tell
Lindo how he feels. He burmps inko Edward, and the two recognise one anather. They begin
‘to ik about girk, and decide to go ond wotch o pomographic flm together, inorder to
gt soma tips. Min Lpons watches their whole exchange, and follows them.

Linda..Linde...Dorrt..Lingo, |
CACrIrer B L) o AP i e
around ' on’ fis g ond b p*
an even fomicete
ity " bt f alon
Bnowy howe bo tell

Middle of Act Il

The boys stop att krs I's house to get maoney. She is shodived but happy toses Edward. She
gives them money for o movie. M Lyons (now increasingly unstable)) confronks b |,
offerdng her large amounts of money to lecwe the area. Mrs | refuses. &ngered, M L tries to
stoay Wrs |, bast Birs | disarme her. M L is becoming o os a “mod womaon.” Edward and
Mickey emenge from the movie, impresed. Linda abo emerges, having been ot the same
movie. Edward, eodted, stonds cn o car, and the three are dhoed oway by o policerman.
The three spend o great deal of time together, and we wee them grow from W to8. Ak g,
Michey now work: in o foctony, ond Edward B going owoy to Univenity. Alhough Edward
dearhy ha: feclings for Linda, he loyolly encouroge: Mickey to oxi her out, which he does.
Mickey soon reveal to Mrs | thot Linda & pregnant, and that they will mamy soon. They
et marmied, but shartly aftervwands, Mickey i made redundant from the focton.

Marrator Quobe: “50 did yhear the story of the Johrstonas baina?”

Linda Quote: *"You con get up off the ground again®

Mirs Johnstone = Mrs johnstone is the biclegical mother of Mickey
and Edurard, as well ot o nurmber of other children. She is a deeply
wperstitious woman who hos to struggle to get by, howeuer she also
Thizs & good heart and a strong sense of right and wrong. She gives
up one of her tuins as she genuinehy belisees that twe bas no choioe
after being left by her hisband. As the ploy progresses, she i

Mirs Lyons = Mrs Lyons i the oppesite of brs lohmtone = arrogant,
snobbish, and infertile. She adopts Edward and bring: him up asa
wesalthy, middle-clas boy. Likse brs Johnstone, Mrs Lyons is rodeed
with guilt fram the deed of separating the bains, but this influenoes
hier to crecte o superstition to keep Mrs lohnstone oy, Shi
eventually becomes so unhinged and poranoid that she will lese her
som thest she attempls to bill Mrs Johm

ausrcarme by regret, however she akuag remdains lind and loving.

Mri Johnstone Quote: *In the name of lesus, the thing was dona,”

Miri Lyons Quobe: "Oh._you mean you'ne superstitious?™

Class and Maney — The themes of closs and money ane dominant o
impesct upon their lives. For exomple, the cotalytic deed = Mrs Johnstone giving one of the bwins owesy = comes about becouse she

simiply cannat afford to keep them both, Class then heavly influences

hey both control the actions of characters and significanthy
the paths that Mickey and Edward then follow.

End of Actll

Edward retum: from university buoyant, howseuer when be meets the depresed ond
cynical Michey, the bao argue. &2 they leave one another, Edwweard sees Linda, ond
confesses his lowe for hes. Sammy then corvinces Mickey to help him out in a robbery,
which inevitably goes wrang — Mickey has to spend time in prison. When he i evertually
relemesd, i drug induced apothy (he's oddicted to anti-depresants) present him from
getting a job. Linda gets help from Edword {now on the houwsing committes) to get Mickey
and her a new house. Midkey, howeuer, continues to be opnical ond depresed. Linda and
Edksard begin an affair. Mn L shows Mickey Edward and Linda together, and Michey is
enroged. He finds the gun that Sammy hid in the botched nobbery job, and trocks down
Edwword {who s ot the town hall). Mrs | and Linda, realsing what & going on, purue him,
He findh Echword and point: the gun at him. A policernan iz Mideey to paut the gun
down. Mr: | emenges and reveah the two are brothers. Mideey, ystericol, torments his own
potition, ond ooridertally shoots Edword. The police then shoot Mickey.

pans? O could’ i be wde! we,
e Eralish, ferve corme b
o o dess? el pou sver
hear the story of the Jolwitons
tuars, s fitee eoch other s
Prir e i

Russell's Dramatic Devices

Dramatic lrany

The auvdience i aware throughout the play that
Mickrey and Edward are bwins, but they do not
larciar this wnitil the very bast soeme.

Tragic Hera - A main character cursed by fate and
in pessession of o trogic flow (both Mickey and C)
Edharcrd displeny some features of trogic heroes).

Fate and Superstition — The voice of fate i provided ever and over again throughout the play by the Marrater, who reveals
auen ab the outset thet the twe will die. brs Lyons plays on brs lohmtone's balief in superstition in order to beep her away from
Edward. However ridiculous and mode-up it sounds, it eventually comes bo poss, alrmest o8 if the fabe threat is in itself a gn

o

Mature v Murture = As Mickey and Edwerd are buing, they are genetically (nature) s similar o oan be. Therefore, Russell is

‘The Fourth Wall'

Thee Mesrrebor camd brs johmbone break: the fourth
waall wihven they speab to the audience directly ot
the beginning and end of the ploy.

Hamartia - The fabal charscter flaw of the tragic hero (their
upbringings/differences, and abo their bond between one
anather).

The precise directions detailing how Mickey,

Cathariis - The release of the audience's emotions

suippesting thet it is in fact nurture (their upbringing) that couses their contrenting behendours, actions, and meannerisms. Ik i Stage Directions | “wncombroliobie with rage, “woved the gun around | throwgh empathy with the characters.

checr thot Russell fesls that unjust society is the heoviest influence in where people end up. before it explodes at Edusand.

Coming of Age = Although much of the play focuses on dark and eomplex ideas, one of the lighter themes within the play The sserts leading up to the final scens, induding | Internal Conflict - The struggle characten engoge with ouer
s the theme of the boyws ‘coming of age.' Althouwgh the play ends tragically, mudh of it deals with the beys growing up, Dramatic Tension Edhward and Linda's affair, and Mickey finding inciderts/lavs. (Mr lohnstone's regret at giving one of her

aunluing from young boys, to teenogers, to men. As they mature, their sxperiences and precocupation notalbhy dhift,

out, help o build the dramatic ension. busing awy).
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