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Music 2 of 2

I this unit we will be ooking at the style of music known as Minimalism which i aform of art music that employs lmited or minimal musical materials which are repeated. It
orginated in New Yorkin the 19605 2nd was infialy iewed a5 3 form of experimental music. Famous composers from this period include Steve Reich, Terry Riley, Phillp Glass
and L3 Monte Young.

‘Gradusl Transformation: When a melody or rhythic pattern gradually change shape.

Metamorphosis: A short motifis changed gradually; one note at a time s changed 5o tha the music completely changes over a period oftime.

‘Additive Melody: A short mtiis graduall changed by adding a note at  time or changing a note for arest

‘Subtractive Melody: A short motiis gradually changed by taking away/subtracting a note ata time or changing a note for a rest

Phase Shifting: Two or more parts begin with the same moti,these gradually move out of and then back nto phase.

Polyphonic Texture: This Iterally means ‘ifferent sounds or voices. Polyphonic music has part that weave n and out of each other. Polyphonic music is 150 sometimes
called contrapuntal music

Diatonic Harmony: Diatonic harmony is a fancy way of saying chords or notes that elate to @ certan key — .2. they should work wel together.
Phasing: Phasing is a compositional technique in which the same part (a repetitve phrase) s played on two musical instruments, in teacy bt not identicaltempi.
Ostinato: A short repeated patten

Pulse: The beat of the music.Every piece of music has 2 heartbeat. It doesn't need to be played by drums -you can eel”the beat.

Rhythm: Notes have different lengths, some lone, some short. When we combine long and short sounds, it creates a pattern, which i a rythm.

Pitch: Pitch i a variaton of hgh and low sounds. Ptch ncreases and decreases by steps of ascale. Scales are Major and Minor.

‘Tempo: Tempo means the speed ofthe music. Musi can change tempo within a piece. We describe tempo using ftalian words.

Dynaics: Dynamics means the volume of the music. Music can change dynamics within a pece. We describe dynamics using falian words.

Structure: Music is divided ino sections. The order of these sections creates a structure. Song structure includes Chorus, Verse, Instrumental etc.

‘Texture: A single melody creates  thin sound. Adding more partslayers creates a bigger sound. These layers can interact with each other.

Timbre: Each instrument has 3 unigue sound and sounds different o others. This ndividual sound quaity is called Timbre.
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